2 




THE YOUNG MORALIST. 

pronounce their names ; he owed Iris main* 
tenance to public charity ; he learned to read 
and write ; this- was the utmoft extent bf his 
education. At the age of fifteen he hired 
liimfelf to a farmer ; he was entrufted' with 
the care of a flock. Lucetta, a young girl 0 f 
the neighbourhood, at the lame time tended 
her father’s fheep. She led them to paftures 
where fhe often met Perrin, who paid her 
all the little fervices and afliduities that were 
poffible at his age and his fituation. Their 
cullom of being together, their quiet occu- 
pations, their innocence and goodnefs of 
heart, their officious attention to each other, 
produced a mutual attachment. 

Theywere fond of each other’seompany; they 
waited with impatience for the hour at which 
they ufually met in the meadow, they quitted it 
with regret, becaufe, when they were to leave 
it, they were to feperate. Their young hearts 
were fufceptible ; they already felt thepaffion 
of love, though they were ignorant of its 
nature and tendency. Five years glided away 
in innocent amufements ; their fentiments 
grew more animated and ardent ; they never 
met without the warmefl: emotions, which 
were heightened by the artlefs expreffions of 
their love, Lucetta frequently checked Per- 
rin’s paffion, not without regrettingthe con- 
ftraint to which ffie was fubje&ed by her 
confcious and ingenuous modefty ; Perrm 

figbed, 
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They both wiihed t theitmufual 

the final objeft of rural 
defire*. Mai nag know n in the mno 

love. Seduoementi man of 
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'feriti intended to afk Lucetta of her fa- 
ther ■ he communicated hrs intention 
miftrefs who blufhed at the propofal, yet 
frankly' acknowledged that it gave by a very 
fenfible pleafure. She did not, however 
chufe to be prelent at the interview b S tweea 
him and her father; ihe told her lover te was 
going to the neighbouring town next day , de 
fired him to. avail liimfelf of her abfence, and 
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to acquaint her in the evening with his Hie- 
cefs. The young man, at the appointed time, 
flew to Lucetta’s father.. He. opened. his mind 
to him without referye.. Studied purfuafion 
and art are. not the talents of ruflic orators. 
He frankly told him that he loved Lucetta. 
You love my daughter, anfwered the old man 
abruptly 1 You would marry her J. are you in 

earnelh Perrin ? How do you propofe to 

live ? Have you cloaths to give her • Flave 


-->• Virtuous lbve dwells only in innocent and virtuous 
minds,- but vicious delires arethcbaneml oiTi.pring of con- 
taminated affedions. 

B 2 you 


